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Borsa Internazionale del Turismo 

- International Tourism Exchange -
Milano,  - Italy 
19-22 February 2009
EXHIBITION FACT SHEET
WHAT IS B.I.T. ?
B.I.T. stands for “Borsa Internazionale del Turismo” – International Tourism Exchange.

It is the most important Italian tourism exhibition and it takes place every year in Milan.
The show has got a multitarget formula: B2B + B2C
BIT lasts 4 days: the first 2 days (Thursday and Friday) are dedicated to professionals while the weekend is open to the public.
B.I.T. IN FIGURES (2008 edition)
VISITORS:



155,000 (70% trade, 30% consumers) = +3% compared to 2007

      - Trade visitors


108,500 (81% Italian, 19% foreign countries)

      - Consumer visitors


46,500
EXHIBITORS:



5,000 = +25% compared to 2007

      - Countries represented

   152
EXHIBITION AREA: 


60,000 sq.m. net

       - Pavilions occupied: 

9

MEDIA:

       - Accredited journalists: 

3,400
THE KEY PLAYERS
DEMAND (Visitors)
• National and international professional operators: travel agencies, international buyers, corporate buyers, incentive houses, crals (regional promotional agencies) and companies.
• Travellers and well-informed consumers interested in broadening both their cultural and geographical understanding of destinations and the services on offer from Operators. 

SUPPLY (Exhibitors)
• National and regional tourism promotional boards. 
• Trade associations and consortia.
• Accommodation: hotel chains, hotel and accommodation marketing companies.
• Outgoing tourism: wholesaler tour operators and retailer travel agencies.
• Transport: airline, ferry and railway companies.
• Wellness: spas and well-being centres.
• Niche tourism: food&wine tourism, open air  tourism.
• National parks and reserves.
• Service companies: IT, representatives, management & hotel/tourism booking consultancies.
• Travel Technology.

 LOCATION
FAIRGROUND:

RHO FIERA MILANO
3 MAIN AREAS:
- The World (an overview of different destinations)




- Italy (Italian regions and their products)




- Tourism Collection (outgoing tour operators, hotel chains, travel agencies, 


  airlines, see carriers and services providers)

2 SPECIAL AREAS
- Bit Technology (technology for offline and online tourism)



- Certicibit (tourism related to good food)
ENTRANCE GATES:
- East Gate (metro station + car parking + taxi + Linate/Orio al Serio airport 




  shuttle bus)

- West Gate (car parkinig + taxi + Malpensa shuttle bus)
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OPENING TIMES
EXHIBITORS  



8.30 - 19.00

19th – 22nd Feb. (Thursd. to Sunday)
 
TRADE VISITORS and MEDIA

9.30 - 18.30

19th – 22nd Feb. (Thursd. to Sunday)

CONSUMER VISITORS 


9.30 - 18.30

only 21st – 22nd Feb. (Sat. and Sunday)
HOT TO GET THERE
 BY PLANE
· from Linate airport: take bus no. 73 to piazza San Babila and from there take underground Red Line 1 to Rho-Fiera. Only during exhibitions a direct shuttle bus service, organized by Fiera Milano, will connect the airport to the fairground (East Gate)

· from Malpensa airport: take Malpensa Express train leaving every 30 min. directly from the airport to Milan Cadorna Railway station and from there take underground Red Line 1 to Rho-Fiera. Only during exhibitions a direct shuttle bus service of Malpensa Shuttle and Malpensa Bus Express will connect the airport to the fairground (West Gate). For more information: www.malpensaexpress.it, www.malpensashuttle.it, www.autostradale.it 
· from Orio al Serio (Bergamo) airport: Only during exhibitions a direct shuttle bus service, organized by Orio Shuttle - Soc. Airpullman, will connect the airport to the fairground (East Gate). For more information: www.orioshuttle.com
BY CAR
· on the A7 Genoa and A1 Bologna motorways: take “Tangenziale Ovest” (ringroad west), go North following signs for Fiera Milano; 

· from Milan on the A4 Turin-Venice motorway: come off at the Pero-Fiera Milano exit; 

· on the A8-A9 motorways towards Milan: at the Milano Nord junction take the A4 Venezia and come off at the Fiera Milano exit; 

· on the A8 motorway following Varese-Como: come off at the Fiera Milano exit. For 
Car Parking at Fiera Milano
Fieramilano exhibition center offers 13thousand cark parks in outdoor parking areas and in two buildings near the West gate. 
Fieramilano parking fares: 
From 8h00 to 20h00: up to 4 parking hours=10 euro - up to 12 parking hours=15 euro 
From 20h00 to 8h00: up to 12 parking hours=10 euro

Car Parking at Ring Roads
Follow the signposts to the ample parking at junctions:
- Cascina Gobba (1,800 places) 
- San Donato      (1,800 places) 
- Famagosta       (3,000 places) 
- Bisceglie          (1,900 places) 
- Lampugnano     (2,000 places)
- Molino Dorino    (1,700 places) 
They correspond to the same names as the Underground stations offering special daily car parking rates. More information: http://www.autostrade.it/en/index.html
BY CITY TRANSPORT
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	Day special ticket: €5.50 


More information: http://www.atm-mi.it

Line 1 (red), direction Rho Pero: Rho Fiera stop. 
Rho Fiera underground station is 100 metres far from East Gate. 

From Central Railway Station 
Underground Line 2 (green), direction Abbiategrasso: Cadorna-Triennale stop, then transfer to the Line 1 (red), take the Rho Pero direction: Rho Fiera stop. 
Otherwise, Line 3 (yellow), direction San Donato: Duomo stop then transfer to Line 1 (red), Rho Pero direction: Rho Fiera stop.

From Garibaldi Railway Station
Underground Line 2 (green), direction Abbiategrasso: Cadorna-Triennale stop, then transfer to the Line 1 (red), take the Rho Pero direction: Rho Fiera stop.

From Cadorna Station
Underground Line 1 (red), direction Rho Pero: Rho Fiera stop.
BY TAXI
Taxis are available at East Gate, South Gate and West Gate outside the fairground.
BY TRAIN 

· From Central Railway Station and from Garibaldi Railway Station: take underground Green Line 2 (direction Abbiategrasso), get off at Cadorna station and change to Red Line 1 (direction Rho-Fiera). More information: http://ferroviedellostato.it
· From Cadorna Railway Station: take underground Red Line 1(direction Rho-Fiera).
· From Rho Railway Station:  a shuttle bus service links Rho Railway Station to the fairground. The service operates 365 days a year from 06h20 to 20h15 from Mondays to Saturdays and from 14h00 to 19h25 on Sundays when exhibitions are being held. During exhibition days – holidays included – the bus frequency will be increased according to the visitor number registered. Tickets are on sale at Rho Railway Station. The all day long fare costs 2.50 euros. To see timetable: www.gtmspa.it
