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Domestic travel decreased by 8% in 2008 with 32,9 million trips being undertaken compared to the 35,9 million 
in 2007. About 46% of the South African adult population travelled (i.e. 14 million domestic tourists), which 
means that more South Africans travelled less (i.e. took on average 2.4 domestic trips in 2008). This was up 
from 13 million people who took a domestic trip in 2007.

Revenue generated from domestic tourism in 2008 was approximately R25,8 billion, an increase of 29% in 

Overview of the domestic tourism market in South Africa

Revenue generated from domestic tourism in 2008 was approximately R25,8 billion, an increase of 29% in 
nominal terms over the R20 billion generated in 2007. When adjusting the 2008 values for inflation (using an 
annual average CPIX of 11%), the increase in tourism revenue was 17% over 2007. This means that in 
nominal terms, spend increased by 29%, but in real terms in grew by 17% meaning that domestic tourists did 
spend more in South Africa in 2008 and that the increase was not only due to inflationary increases. Average 
spend per trip increased from R550 in 2007 to R780 in 2008, in nominal terms. In real terms, average spend 
per trip increased to R690 in 2008.

VFR continued to be the major reason for domestic trips accounting for 71% of all domestic trips and 45% of 
total revenue in 2008. Holiday travel accounted for 16% of total domestic trips and 39% of Business travel 
decreased , accounting for 5% of trips (down from 7% in 2007) and 12% of revenue in 2008 (down from 14% 
in 2007). 
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in 2007). 

In 2008, KwaZulu Natal was the major beneficiary of domestic travel while Gauteng was the major source 
market. 

Economic constraints remain the major barrier to taking a domestic trip which could explain the decline in 
domestic travel in 2008 as the South African consumer faced economic pressures due to the increases in 
interest rates, fuel and food costs.
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WTTC 
Data

Tourism’s contribution to GDP
(direct & indirect)

R162,9bn R194,5bn 19%

8.1% 8.5%

Tourism’s contribution to GDP (direct 
impact only) R63,5bn R73,2bn 15%

Direct employment in tourism 411,900 438,500 6%
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Direct employment in tourism 411,900 438,500 6%

Indirect employment in tourism 534,400 603,200 13%

Total employment in tourism 946,300 1,041,700 10%
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